
Elizabeth Forward High School 
Reading Strategies 

2017-2018 School Year 
 
Teacher: Mrs. Katie Geis 
Email address: kgeis@efsd.net 
Telephone number: (412 )896-2349 x7802 
 
Course Description 
Reading Strategies is a yearlong course designed to strengthen reading comprehension and 
fluency through the use of context clues, skimming/scanning, paraphrasing and summarizing, 
and practice and drill. The goal of the class is to enhance students’ reading skills while building 
their confidence in their abilities.  
 
We will work on a variety of assignments during the class and will utilize the iPads. Students are 
expected to bring their iPads to class each day. Assignments will be posted on eBackpack. We 
will read different types of content during class- both out loud and independently. If there is 
something you are really interested in reading, please let me know! I love to hear what students 
are interested in. I will track student progress through various assessments- curriculum-based, 
formative and summative. The grading scale is as follows: 
 
A 90-100 
B 80-89 
C 70-79 
D 60-69 
F 59 or below 
 
Students who are legally absent for the entire school day will be given an opportunity to make up 
all work missed. All work must be completed within a time period not to exceed the number of 
school days the student was absent. Students who fail to submit a written parental excuse within 
three school days following an absence will be marked as unexcused. Students who have 
received an excused absence or tardy will be permitted to make up any classwork missed during 
their absence; students receiving an unexcused/unlawful absence will not be permitted to make 
up assigned work for the time absent. 
 
Each day we will begin class by completing a bell ringer. These activities will vary from week to 
week and result in a cumulative grade at the end of the nine-week grading period. Please check 
the grade book periodically and ask me about any questions or concerns you may have.  
 
Students are expected to be on task and working during class. Students are also accountable for 
the following classroom expectations and Academic Integrity rules. 
 
 



PBIS Classroom Expectations 
  
Be Safe 
Listen to staff 
Maintain personal space 

 
Respect Others 
Be on time 
Be polite 
Use appropriate language and tone 

 
Accountable 
Be prepared 
Be honest 
Do your own work 
Use electronic devices only when permitted 

 
Victorious 
Do your best work 
Celebrate academic success 

 
Enthusiastic 
Have a positive attitude 
Take ownership of learning 
  
  
  
Academic Integrity Rules 
*Do your own work using the resources that you have 
*Be honest with yourself in terms of what you know and what you need to work on 
*Trust that you are capable of doing great work 
*Do not copy another student’s work and present it as your own 
*Do not pretend you understand when you don’t 
*Do not doubt that you are capable of doing anything but great work 
 
 
 
Please feel free to stop and talk with me at any time. Your success is very important to 
me. I want you to be proud of yourselves! Have a great school year! 


